MARLBOROUGH
He was the foremost statesman of these times; a love of
moderation and sense of the practical seemed in him to
emerge in bold rather than tepid courses. He could strike
as hard for compromise as most leaders for victory. Memor-
able were the services which Halifax had rendered to the
Crown and the Duke of York. His reasoned oratory, his
biting sarcasm, his personal force and proud independence,
had turned the scale against the first Exclusion Bill. His
wise counsels had aided the King at crucial moments, and he
himself often formed the rallying-point for men of goodwill.
His greatest work for the nation and for modern times was
yet to be done. Meanwhile he stood, a trusted Minister, at
King Charles's side in the evening of a stormy day.
Jotham of piercing wit and pregnant thought,
Endued by nature and by learning taught
To move assemblies, who but only tried
The worse a while, then chose the better side;
Nor chose alone, but turned the balance too,
So much the weight of one brave man can do.1
Halifax must have represented Churchill's political views
and temperament far more truly than any other statesman.
Whether or not John learned war from Turennc, he certainly
learned politics from Halifax. As we watch the G rcat Trimmer
turning from side to side, from faction to faction, from Mon-
mouth to William, or back again to James, yet always pursuing
his aim of sobriety and appeasement at home and of marshalling
all the best in England against Popery, autocracy, and France,
we can almost see John's mind keeping pace and threading
silently the labyrinths of intrigue in his footsteps. We are sure
that when Halifax fought the Whigs against perjured testimony
for the life of Stafford, and fought the Crown and the Tories
against packed juries for the lives of Russell and Sidney, he
carried with him the heartfelt sympathies of the Churchill who
had resented the condemnation of Argyll, and whose humane
conduct at the head of armies the histories of friend and foe
were to proclaim.
In spite of their difference in age, rank, and authority a
1 Dryden, Absalom and Acbitopbel.
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